For ft decade, the Argentine Republic hee gone through different violent epieodee. Their origin, 
due in great measure to the sbscence of political legitimacy, will not be analyzed in thi8 
brief paper. 

Since 1974, urban terrorism increased. The same occurred with rural guerrilla activity, 
centered in TucuaSn Province, Simultaneously, violence from the extreme ryght developed, though 
its causes were hard to determine; this was not the case with left-wing subversion. However, as 
time passes by, it is .possible to determine its inspirers and executioners. 
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. rhe right to leave the country , established by Art. 23 of the National Constitution for those at 
disposal of the Executive Power during the state of Beige, was inmediately suspended after the coi 
d'etat of March 24, 1976. It has been formally reestablished in 1978, but with so cany limitation* 

•: and obstacles, that it can be considered non-existent. In fact, o nly a minute quantity of-prisone i 

« not more than a hundred, have been able to use that benefit, and the authorizations are given by 

; pi ece-ae& l. 

But the most serious and dramatic issue facing the country in this respect is that of the so-calle 
"disappeared". As everyone knows and likewise has been confirmed many times, the so-called 
"disappeared" are citizens detained by the public authorities (aimed forces or security organizati 

that "vanish"- In other words, from that moment on, nothing is known as to their whereabouts. Ther 

are "disappeared" persons cf 3, 2 and 1 year, and even of several months ago. No one knows if they 
are dead or alive. The government affirms that it knows nothing about them, not being registered a; 
detainees. 

This is the systematic and almost mechanical answers the judges receive when they address the 
Executive Power and the aimed forces in the Habeas Corpus writB presented by relatives of "disappef 
red" persons, Catholic Bishops and Minis t era of other religious denominations, international organa 
zatioos end those dedicated to the defense of human rights, foreign governments, and friends. 

Now and then someone ’’reappears". He generally hides away or leaves the country, terrorized by the 
treatment ha has received or because his life has been threatened. When one gets to talk to them 
-they recount very similar procedures: they hove been hooded or blind-folded in unknown places. Ho- 
wever, most of them have a very el*:;«r idea as io where they have been, and the police and military 
nature of their detention cites, having been, in most cases, chained and hand-cuffed. They have als 
been savagely tortured and interrogated. Kost of them are aware of having been in contact with 
dozens or.d ccoetimes hundreds cf persons in their same condition, ’ — 

To be able to have a clear picture of the situation Argentina is going Through, it is important to 
determine the number of those "die-appeared". The * organizations dedicated to this issue in the 
country - The Permanent Assembly for Human Rights (Asamblea permanente per los Derechos Hunanos), 
the Ecumenical Movement for Human Rights (Koviniento Ecux£nico por los Derechos Huaanos) and the 
Argentine League for the Rights of Man (Lig& Argentina por los Derechos del Hombre) - have document! 
testimonies from relatives of ever 3. COO officially detained prrsons who have instantly "disappears! 
In many cases, there is btffficift.it evidence to implicate the armed former, or security organizations. 
On liay 17, 1978 thoce human rights organizations published, in Buenos Aires’ "La Prcnsa" newspaper, 
a paid advertisement with a list of 2.500- "disappeared" persons. On July 28, they sent a note to tbt 
Minister of the Interior adjoining another list of 500. The number of testimonies constantly in.crea^ 
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idnapoed every month, sometimes in broad daylight. And the same repressive organises - so effecti - 
•in crushing the guerillas - never find anybody. This is utterly contradictory. *> 

Koreover, after 2y years of military rule end having eradicated the guerrilla movement, . it is dif- 
ficult to admit that the Commanders in Chief of the three armed forces have not been able - to contrc 
their own ranks. There is only one alternative: either the nilitaiy government - having been esta- 
blished for already years - does not exercise full control over the country and its own ranks 
a possibility contradicted by the facts, or the aimed forces are responsible for the abductions. 

The president ho6 tried to explain these "disappearances’' with unbelievable arguments. He has attri 
bated then to the disappeared persons themselves or to the vengeance of subversive organizations, 
ije has also admitted errors and excesses i.n the process of repression. But the country knows of not 
one punitive measure taken against those responsible for the excesses. 

The existence of so many thousands of "vanished" persons has provoked e real trauma in Argentine's, 
cocienty. The cruelty of its procedure, the uncertainty and the anguish it causes, has an incal calla- 
ble moral, political and social cost. It is the greatest obstacle for the regime’s legitimacy and 
for any process of democratization end popular participation. In the future it will blow-up as a 
source of reprisals, investigations and demands for punishment, with the resulting damages. The hi ns 
done to Argentina’s foreign image contrasts with the' government’s insensibility towards the constant 
demands that, up to this moment, obtain nothing at all. ' 

The authorities are unwilling to band out any data concerning the fate of those "disappeared". Sin^e 
no one believes them, they are fomenting citizen incredulity in their leader’s word. Hundreds of 
mothers meet every Thursday, at 3:30 P.M., at Plaza de Kayo - in front of the government house; in 
Buenos Airc3 -, in o peaceful and 3ileat demonstration. They qnly want news about their children. 
They are frequently filmed and photographed by foreign correspondents. The dramatica in their atti- 
tude and the risks they run - 13 of them were kidnapped between December 8-10, 1977 und there has 
been no news as to their whereabouts - constitute a perm meet symbol of the sufferings of thousand* 
of families and of popular determination to ressint oppression. 

There is no doubt that the armed forces and security organizations u se torture, in a system atic _snd 
refined vay, an the main fora of investigation end punishment. The testimonies of hundreds of freed 
"disappeared ‘^persona tr.u taose imprisoned at the disposal of the Executive power or having been 
indicted, coiToborate this fact, including the privately frank or half-admissions of many military 
office re. The accounts received arc numerous and lorrifying. 

There is also no coubt as to the existence of clandestine summary executions, though their number is 
■••.rJmovn, due to the system of abduction. In other cases, especially concerning hostages or os repri- 
-ole, the uurdcra ere in broad daylight, but the executioners, sometimes singled-out, are not 
:-y niched. , < 
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O the above Portioned facts one cunt add the systematic pi Urge of the homes of those "disappeared" 
».iC detained, and soceti«'»r. of their parents? and. relatives. (They justify it pd war booty and i-t e 


• .« number of persons involved in repression, araon.'l deaths, "disappearances", failings at'one moment 
jt another, exiles fleeing from persecution, investigations, and dismissals from jobs for ideologies 
motives, etc.. 

According to official data, there are 600 prosecutions in Argentina (500 before the federal civil 
courts and 300 facing military justice), in other words, hardly 1 % of the total amount of suspects. 

It must also be no ted that the 500 mentioned indictments were initiated before Kerch 24, 1976. even 
when verdicts of concluded coses were handed down afterwards. It is also known that neither thereat: 
penalty - forsesn in the penal code - nor harsh penalties have been applied by civil courts, and 
there is no information concerning their application by military tribunals. However, it has been cor.; 
tar.tly repeated, in Gpeeches and declarations made by the authorities, that the members of subversive 
organizations are "irrecuperable" and that they should be eliminated. General Vide.la, soon after 
being named Commander in Chief of the army in October 1975, affirmed in a speech delivered in Monte- 
video that "if needed, all the necessary persons will have to die in Argentina in order to assure 
the country's - security*! (conf.: "Clarin", Kay 3, 1978). 

There is no doubt at fill that, once an autonomous repressive apparatus has been established - divided 
as the guerrillas in cells, empowered to investigate, - abduct, detain persons indefinitely and secret- 
ly, torture, loot and aseasinate -, one loses control of its activities. One also arrives to the pre- 
sent situation in which the internal conflicts of the aimed forces and the governing factions are . 
conciled in a similar fashion. However, this does not exempt from responsibility those who, not only 
created such a eye tom, but continue to maintain it as tine goes by, without having taken at least 
eone visible measures to eliminate it. 

The above described system is actually based on a doctrine. It is the so-dolled theory' of national 
security, which prevails over the essential principles and values of several millenium of civiliza- 
tion, It is based on the belief that the end justifies the means, and that repressipn - as has been 
sustained in speeches and declarations - is excluded from any ethical, judicial or simply human 
coneido ration. It has been said that the only interest is to succeed, no matter the price. It has 
also pretended that only history' will be able. to judge the actions of the armed forces, cs if they 
■fere exempt of any coral, political and penal responsibility. The attempt ia likewise to hove tho 
stated facts forgotten as tike passes by. 

“•his totalitarian conception - without considering the, democratic public statements made - involve 
the aiued forces and certain segments of Argentine society, especially those with the greatest eco- 
waic power, and .ai dale-class groups. These are easily influenced by the persistent official propa- 
ganda that trios to present tho defense of human righto - both inside and outside the country - aa 
m cttac): on the Argentine community and sovereignty. 

'• Th? - present - 

t should be very clearly stated that the previously described repressive apparatus continues i t6 
ie.:;;.u without any too ever - the ornounccri erredi cation of the subversive organisa- 
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io.i-. ; h-. ir.udicctu.vi nil lieu. the religious d*«:;ccir*rticne, the siudic&teo and other cv^rttrsi. 
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jia moment, the Argentine organizations dedicated to the defense of human righta center their 
>nnds on 4 very concrete and essential pointB. These are: (a) Government information of the fate 
,f the so-called "disappeared" persons. This is essential and a civilized state cannot elude it. (b) 
is. end to illegal and clandestine procedures, and the consequent repressive use of the judicial and 
legal apparatus, (c) The indictment or, in its defect, liberation and the right to leave- the count 17 
for those detained at the disposal of the Executive Power, (d) A substantial improvement of the 
treatment prisoners receive in jail. 

As can be easily seen, these ere prioritaiy and elementary petitions. No one asks for liberties, nor 
amnesties, not even less that the State - in the exercise of its duties and rights - abandon the 
function of safeguarding public security and the sanction - through the appropriate legal process - 
of both common and political crimes. 

All, churches, political parties, organizations defending human rights, are decidedly against terro- 
rism and illegitimate violence, no natter the Bource. Every- day more voices rise - even amo ng tho 
supporters of the present regime - asking for a return to the state of law. A powerful State, being 
able to repress violent actions, but with a legal framework. A State that can impose discipline on 
its own armed forces - anarchized to a certain extent - as the sole guaranty facing the instinct of 
vengeance and the homicidal furror, derived from fanntism and its inevitable consequence, corruptior 
and degradation. 

Unfortunately, there is no progress ferrseen in this respect. Only words, thousands of hollow words, 
each time more generic and in no relation to the facte. The last changes in the national power echet 
have no significance? at all. The few attenuations - house arrests and severol liberations or "nppsr 
ranees” — are minute gestures end generally respond to situations that could have come political 
significance. But they do not involve the coct serious and massive facts. And every day that goes ’b; 
without a decision in the fora mentioned above, entails continued sufferings and risks, and mkes 
even more difficult the search for solutions. ' 


5 . The Future 

From the facts presented, the country's future, in the short and the long run, in unpredictable,' 
with n pessimistic perspective in sight. Politics have been subordinated to the so-called "onti- 
eubvereive war", instead of being the other way around. There is a real moral and intellectual defoi 
nation, especially among members of the armed forces and in certain, segments of society. Other 
groups - for vested interests, venality or opportunism - hove joined the bandit* /pn of edulatojp* icu 
deny or justify evident facts, as can be noted by reading the declarations and paid advertin' y. nt>. 
that overwhelm local newspapers. 


One can notice how cowardice, the conceuliaent of truth, the tendency to shut one's eyes ar.d can 
reality, flourishes - just like in Hitler'o Germany. Freedom of ’speech on these subjects io non- 
existent und one is constantly exposed toMisappcaronce" and death. The latest epicodeu of this 
ture apparently derive from internal conflicts among the governing factions. 

Vi thin this framework cr.d in relation to the future of Argentine society, there exists a pertlc” 
grave situation. It concerns the abduction of very young children and it ic also referred to 
lack of news - on the part of their l'raailien - of the newborn .babies of pregnant {..others :>i t\v. 
ten* of their abduction. The grandparents - despite continuous efforts - hove obtained no 
whatsoever of their grand cr.il dre:.*' a whereabouts, neither their custody. There ic evidence tv.:. - 
of tt.es u children have been given away in ct'.r.piicn to other homer, with the con: es’Jcnt lest c 1 i 
tity. This cni-ulc - the c.*-<r.e er. the repritair against innocent relatives of detained pursw: •• 
degradation to barbnri3r.. It in only conceivable in IribJii or primitive commons cu-r, prior it* 
t-sst elementary* foray of civil Untie*:. 

/.t a cc*. ent that all instances ( Shu Executive Power, the Judiciary, the erred fr.rca n, th-*.- fpi n. 
international organisations; seen exhausted, ti e Argentine society snir.t vigorowr.iv dcr.cv.nc-. •* 
roast btfore thcao facts. An authentic vindication and unanimous docisicn to et-ergo frcsi^ - ■ • 
ticn and achieve internal peace .sr.d reconciliation. But this will cnlybs por-s.su' * ;i»i t.:-- *. 
personal integrity, eon p nhenr, : or. , love cf one's neighbor, respect for human dig.-s ’ ’ 
justice. Vithrut waiting rny longer, it is necessary that torture* censo fit this r.or:«:>t, ija - ... 
ceourso bo terminated, info relation be /riven out about detained "disappeared" persons, ths*. 
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